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Study public policy in the College.

      
            

          			    
				  
		    
            Public Policy Studies is where visionary thinkers meet our most important and pressing challenges. The University of Chicago’s multidisciplinary major in Public Policy is grounded in the social sciences, with substantial inputs from economics, sociology, political science, and law, among other disciplines. 


Public Policy Studies recognizes that public issues are not neatly contained within traditional disciplinary boundaries and that motivated analysts possessing a broad range of social scientific understanding, quantitative expertise, and communication skills are needed to improve public policies. Public Policy Studies involves direct contact with policy problems, ensuring that rigorous academic speculations are well-informed and connected to real-world conditions.


The major culminates in a capstone experience in the form of either a year-long BA thesis or a one-quarter, class-based writing project.  A number of graduates have published their capstone work in academic journals and other outlets.


Class of 2023 - Year in Review
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            The University of Chicago's Harris School of Public Policy finalists propose innovative solutions to address the city's $35 billion pension crisis in the inaugural Harris Policy Innovation Challenge.

      
    

  



  

      
      
              [image: Katie Savage]




      
    

  
  
    Harris Voices: Katie Savage, CLA'19, on Learning to Look Around and Be in Community


  

  
          
        
            March 08, 2024


      
      

    
          
        
            News

      
      

      

      
      
            The University of Chicago's Civic Leadership Academy Fellowship program was a perfect rehearsal for my job as a Cabinet Secretary.
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            Students are helping put that money back into people’s pockets as volunteer tax preparers with Ladder Up, a nonprofit that offers free tax preparation, legal help for tax-related issues, financial education, and other services for people with low incomes.
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